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of two forms, contradicting and excluding each
other, yet each of them equally pretentious, and
equally false on the side of science, while
equally opposed to the truth of God. First,
M. Comte renounces forces altogether as meta-
physical follies ] and then would replace them
by law^ which are equally metaphysical, and,
unless they are laws of force, have no sense or
meaning whatever. Next, Dr. Tyndall enjoins
the research of forces, as the very first con-
dition of real science; and then ascribes to
these forces a necessary existence, disproved
by every step in that process of induction, which
consists in detecting out of a thousand pos-
sibles the actual and the true. It is further dis-
proved by that essential contrast between the
geometrical relations of space, and the variable
position of material atoms, which it is the first
business of the scientific instinct to bring into
full relief, and place in the clearest light.
From these idle dreams let us turn to the noble
words of that philosopher, to whom physical
scienbe owes the greatest single step in ad-
vance it has ever made, and^which form his
own moral at the close of his immortal

"This most beautiful  system of the  sun.
planets, aixd comets, could only proceed from